by the hour with a sustained enthusiasm that resembles a calm. Their
faces are entranced and their limbs caught for ever in an exercise of
perpetual motion. From the observatory tower, on the summit of
the mountain of lava-like rock above them, they bring to mind the
familiar Brueghel figures of skaters in his pictures of winter.

XIV

Around 86th Street, east of Lexington Avenue, the German quarter
is known as Yorkville. Its population has decreased considerably,
due to the emigration of Germans to Sunnyside, Queens, during the
early part of World War II. The buildings are not tall, but they are
essentially American. Yet, undaunted, the German landlords have

ignored the three-floor facades and have built a row of excrescent
bungalows; fancy tile-work shacks with oak doors and peasant
windows give upon the sidewalk, and proclaim themselves as beer-
halls, the "Caf6 Mozart", "The Lorelei", "Cafe Hindenburg",
"Fritz's 218 Club", or "Rheinland Cafe". There is a "Wurstgeschaft",
a delicatessen with fancy German sausages lining the windows. The
candy shops display boxes of marzipan fruits, and kartofelkn.
"Deutsche Biicher" displays volumes in German; and the Casino
Theatre shows German movies. The travel agencies no longer
advertise trips to Germany, but their windows suggest that food and
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